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  4-H GROWS LEADERS 

4-H ECHO 

4-H grows confident, capable, and caring kids with the life skills to thrive in today's 
world and succeed in their boldest dreams for tomorrow. 

April 1 - Deadline  
Look over your projects you signed up for in wi.4honline.  The 
deadline to add or change 4-H projects in order to enter at the 
Grant County Fair is still April 1.  Go to wi.4honline.com to 
update or e-mail the Grant County Extension Office with any 
questions.  

4-H events are cancelled, but we are still here.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us.  

An e-mail listing of the Grant County Extension staff is at 

grant.extension.wisc.edu  

Charisse.Orth@wisc.edu     or      Jenny.Dixon@wisc.edu 

https://grant.extension.wisc.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/grantcountywisconsin4H
mailto:charisse.orth@ces.uwex.edu
wi.4honline.com
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COVID-19 

As this is a time of unfamiliar circumstances, it will reassure 

how 4-H can unite and stay strong.  Our 4-H Pledge outlines 

what 4-H stands for and HEALTH is more important than ever 

right now.  

 

The Extension Office, 

along with the 

communities,  

government officials, 

schools and the public 

are expanding our 

minds and finding 

paths to continue working, educating and connecting.   

 

4-H has suspended all face-to-face events, programs and 

meetings through April.  That timeline may change as we 

continue through the next few weeks. 

 

As soon as we have a stronger schedule of events, we will pass 

that information on to you.   

 

Extension’s staff are required to work remotely but can be 

reached by e-mail.   

 

Please stay strong and look out for one another.  We will make 

it through this together. 
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4-H COMMUNICATION ARTS DAY: Cancelled.   

 

Operation Easter Bunny: Postponed.  Jr. Leader’s will be discussing further community service 
options. 

 

Cloverbud & Exploring Day: Cancelled for now.  Will update if rescheduled. 

 

Project & Club Meetings: Contact your leader to see if any virtual meetings or e-mail information 
will be shared.  

 

Poultry & Rabbit Skill-a-Thon: Cancelled.  Will not be rescheduled 

 

Adult Leader Trainings (VIP): Postponed.  If you need this training, please e-mail 
Charisse.orth@wisc.edu.   Possibility of having a Zoom, online training. 

 

4-H Summer Camp & Deadlines: At this time, camp is still happening.  Spots are filling up fast.  
Remember to register online. 

 

YQCA Trainings: In-person classes are postponed.  Online training is recommended. 

 

Swine ID for Grant County Fair: April 13 - June 1. Information will be mailed out to members in the 
swine project of the process of picking up RFID tags in April. 

 

Sheep & Goat Weigh in and ID for Grant County Fair: May 2.  Information will be mailed to sheep 
and goat project members with details on weigh in and ID process. 

 

Horse ID for Grant County Fair: This is done by paper, so can still be held.  Information will be 
mailed to members in the Horse project in April.  Deadline is May 15. 

 

Dairy ID for Grant County Fair: This is done by paper, so can still be held.  Information will be 
mailed to members in the Dairy project in April.  Deadline is May 15. 

 

Poultry ID for Grant County Fair: June.  More details will be posted at a later date. 

 

ID forms will also be posted at grant.extension.wisc.edu when available. 

 

***The Grant County Fairgrounds Buildings (North Room, South Room, 
Crops Building, Eckstein Building, barns and pole sheds) will be closed for 
any gatherings, meetings or events all the way through the end of April.  
This timeline may change as more information is received in the next few 
weeks.** 

4-H Events Update 
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4-H Member of the Month 

Congratulations!Congratulations!  

Abby GatchAbby Gatch  

Cornelia Badgers 4Cornelia Badgers 4--H ClubH Club  

What is your favorite 4-H project?  Why? 

I take part in many 4-H projects, including showing dairy cattle with 

the support of Alexis Blankenberg, one of the many close friends I 

have made through 4-H, dogs, goats, and horses, favorite being the 

horse project.  I have grown both as an equestrian as well as an 

individual.  Being an officer for the horse project group has taught me 

important leadership skills and the value of teamwork. 

 

Why did you join 4-H? 

I joined 4-H through recommendation from somebody that my 

parents knew well.  My parents wanted my siblings and I to get involved in our community at an early age and 

be able to bring our summer projects to the county fair each summer.  The fact of the matter is that 4-H 

has become so much more that a group to me, but over time, has really become my family. 

 

What is your favorite part about 4-H? 

Besides the excitement before entering the show ring or meeting up with friends at the county fair, 4-H has 

definitely shaped me into the person I am today.  My favorite part about 4-H is everything that comes with 

it.  4-H is shaking the judge’s hand after being pulled into line.  It’s early mornings at the wash rack 

preparing for the show.  I love how being in 4-H isn’t just for kids who grow up on farms, but it has so much 

to offer for kids who come from all different backgrounds, town or country.  I am happy to say that I have 

met some of my closest friends through 4-H. 

 

Recent accomplishments and awards: 

Through 4-H, I have been offered incredible opportunities to meet others who share similar interests with 

me.  For example, I have been able to attend the 4-H Youth Conference in Madison, WI, 4-H Camp for a 

couple of years, represent Grant County in Horse Bowl/Hippology, and State Fair (which I showed dairy 

cattle, specifically Brown Swiss), all through my membership in 4-H.  I would also consider my role in both my 

4-H club (Cornelia Badgers out of Platteville) and the Grant County 4-H Horse and Pony Project as an officer 

an accomplishment.  In my 4-H club, I have stood as the role of the secretary, vice-president, and the 

treasurer.  In the horse project, I have been the president, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary 

throughout the years of my enrollment in the project.  At the Grant County Fair, some of my most honorable 

awards include High Point Showman for my age division at the Horse Show for a number of years in a row, 

Reserve Champion Intermediate Showman in the goat project, and first in showmanship in the dog project! 

 

Here is so fun facts about me: 

I am currently a freshman at the Platteville High School, at which I am involved in FFA and enjoy singing in 

my choir (Blue Notes Vocal Jazz group)!  Outside of school, I enjoy riding horses, hanging out with friends, 

watching sports games, cooking, and walking my dog.  When I grow up, I would like to either continue working 

with agriculture or go into the medical field. 
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4-H Volunteer of the Month 

How many years have you been volunteering with 4-H?  Why did 
you start volunteering? 
I’ve been volunteering for 17 years.  I started volunteering when my 
oldest was in 4-H because the club needed leaders.  Although my kids 
have grown up and they continue to be volunteers in our club, I continue 
to volunteer because now I have a grandson in 4-H.  I also volunteer in 
other areas of 4-H as in the Platteville Delegate with the Executive Board. 
 
What areas/projects do you enjoy helping with the most? 
I like all the projects and enjoy the different ideas kids come up with. 
 
What is your favorite part about volunteering with 4-H? 
I enjoy being a volunteer and seeing the kids grow up and how the kids 
may go from being shy to very outgoing when they graduate. 
 
Why do you think 4-H is so important for youth? 
I think 4-H is very important for youth because it gives the youth so many opportunities.  Kids can do 
so many things that they may never have thought about doing; the trips and socialization, and the 
many long time friendships all over that 4-H can create. 

Joyce Donar Town & Country Kids 

4-H Club 

Do you have a dog at home? If you do, do you like teaching them 

new tricks or skills, maybe some manners? Well the 4-H Dog 

project is a fun and safe way to further your bond with your dog 

and train you in handling the dog, just as much as it is training the 

dog to respond to your commands. You can work on a new trick, 

obedience or agility while at home. 

 

If you are interested in the dog project, you can add the project on 

wi.4honline.com.  Watch future Echos for meeting dates and 

events. 

4-H Ambassadors’ Corner Amber Stenner 

- Dog Project-  

 

Grant County 

4-H Ambassador 

(Front L-R) Makenzie Wiest, Allison Adrian 

(Back L-R) Randy Winch, Amber Stenner 
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4-H CAMP - Enroll NOW! Camp dates for 2020: June 21-24 
 

This year we will be partnering with Upham Woods Open Enrollment 
Camp, Session #1 and Jefferson County 4-H to fill camp. 
 

What you need to know: 

 Enrollment for summer camp is almost full, so register NOW to 
ensure your child(ren) can join us for camp.  This will be the only 4-
H Camp opportunity this summer.  

 Enrollment is on a first-come, first-serve basis, for any youth in 
Wisconsin so please register your campers as soon as possible.   When the 
camp is full, it is full.  

 You must enroll online.  Registration is through Upham Woods website, 
NOT on 4hOnline.  
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/open-enrollment-
summer-camp-and-outpost-trip/  

 Once all enrollments are in for Grant County we will make travel arrangements.  If there 
are enough campers registered, the plan is to take a bus to and from camp.  

 Cost: $275 per camper.  The Leaders Association will cover at least $100 per camper. 

 New this year: On Upham Woods registration site they are able to accept debit/credit 
cards for payment.  If you would like to utilize this you will need to pay the $275 up front 
and you will be reimbursed by the Leaders Association after camp. You also have the option 
of mailing a check in.  Since the Leader’s Association has decided to cover some of the cost 
of camp, you can mail your portion of the payment to the Extension Office, check payable 
to the Grant County 4-H Leader’s Association.   

 Please email or mail a copy of your completed registration for Upham Woods Open 
Enrollment Session #1 and method of payment to Charisse as soon as possible to make sure 
all are included in transportation plans. 

 Contact Charisse at charisse.orth@wisc.edu with questions. 
 
COUNSELORS/ADULT ADVISORS NEEDED… 
As always we are looking for youth counselors and adult counselors to help make camp a 
memorable and awesome experience.  Contact Upham Woods for dates of trainings.   
 
The Leader’s Association will cover the cost of training and the cost of camp is the 
responsibility of the counselor.  Adult chaperones are free!  Counselors will need to register 
for both counselor training and Open Enrollment Session #1.   
Training: https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/outreach-programs/community-programs/counselor-

training-weekend/  
Camp: https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/open-enrollment-summer-camp-and-outpost-trip/  

Announcements 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/open-enrollment-summer-camp-and-outpost-trip/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/open-enrollment-summer-camp-and-outpost-trip/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/outreach-programs/community-programs/counselor-training-weekend/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/outreach-programs/community-programs/counselor-training-weekend/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/programs/open-enrollment-summer-camp-and-outpost-trip/
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Grant County Veterinarian 4-H/FFA Scholarship:  A $500 scholarship, sponsored by the Grant 
County Veterinarian Association, will be awarded.  Qualifications: Grant County resident, Current 
or former FFA or 4-H member, Pursuing post-secondary education (vo-tech, college, short course, 
ect. in animal related agriculture.  Deadline is April 1, 2020.  Youth wishing to apply for this 
scholarship should write an essay explaining why they feel qualified for the Grant County 
Veterinarians Scholarship. For a full list of details, contact the Grant County Extension Office or Tom 
Hermsen at the Fennimore Vet Clinic. 

Announcements 

Wisconsin 4-H & Youth Conference, June 22-25, 2020: 
Wisconsin 4-H & Youth Conference is a three and a half day Statewide Educational Experience. 
Youth from all over Wisconsin come to Madison, Wisconsin for educational seminars, assemblies, 
speakers, exploration, and fun on the UW-Madison campus! Youth Conference is made possible by 
contributions from our State Teams (Wisconsin Leadership Council, Drama Company, Art Team, 
and Communications Team), 4-H staff from across the state, and a planning committee made up of 
staff, volunteers, and youth. You will find highlights of the different parts of Youth 
Conference that come together to make it a wonderful Educational Experience and 
other information at https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hedopp/wisconsin-4-h-youth-
conference/.  Contact Charisse Orth by April 1 if you are interested in going.  
Funding, provided by the Leaders Association, can be requested to help cover 
some of the cost.  Registration will open in early April via 4hOnline. 

Operation Easter Bunny: 

The Grant County Junior Leaders will be postponing Operation Easter Bunny and will be discussing 
further community service options.   

Area Animal Science Days for 2020 
Save the Date:  Jefferson County will be hosting on Thursday, June 11.  Registration information will 
be available soon at https://fyi.uwex.edu/wi4haganimalscience/area-animal-science-days/  

Wisconsin State Fair 2020 - 840 RFID Ear Tag and DNA Identification Program 
Wisconsin State Fair and some county fairs throughout Wisconsin have been utilizing 840 ear tag 
and DNA technology to identify potential Fair animals in the Beef, Sheep, and Swine project for the 
last 15 years.  All Wisconsin State Fair 840 RFID ear tag and DNA identification requirements for 
Junior Show Beef, Sheep, and Swine (market and non-registered breeding stock) must be submitted 
to Wisconsin State Fair postmarked/delivered on or before May 21st. 
 
2020 Wisconsin State Fair's complete process and details can be found at:  
https://wistatefair.com/competitions/junior-livestock/  

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hedopp/wisconsin-4-h-youth-conference/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hedopp/wisconsin-4-h-youth-conference/
https://fyi.uwex.edu/wi4haganimalscience/area-animal-science-days/
https://wistatefair.com/competitions/junior-livestock/
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Grant County Fair Poster Contest 

This year the fair will take place August 19-23.  We are again offering students a chance to help us out.  

We would like to do a poster contest for students to participate in, in grades 7th, 8th, and 9th.  If you 

choose to participate, all entries must be in to the Grant County Fair, 916 E. Elm Street Suite B, 

Lancaster, WI 53813 no later than 3:00 p.m. on June 5, 2020.  The sooner the better!  No entries will be 

accepted after that date and time.  Contact the Fair Office for guidelines, along with a form to be 

completed and attached to the back of each poster.  

  

The “theme” for the contest is “We See Fun”.  All entries will be judged by the Grant County Fair Board.  

Poster size must be between 8.5” x 11” and 12” x 18”.  There will be a first, second and third place 

winner.  First place entry will receive 1 season pass and $25.00.  Second place entry will receive 1 

season pass and $20.00.  Third place entry will receive 1 season pass and $15.00.   Also, in addition to 

a student being rewarded for their work, the main 4-H leader of the first place winner will receive an All 

Event Pass.  This pass will get you into the gate and grandstand events during the fair.    

  

We will get in touch with the poster contest winners and the leader as soon as the posters are judged.  

Some of the top posters will be displayed at the fairgrounds all summer.   

  

Thank you and I look forward to seeing your posters! 

Wanted: 

Junior Fairest of the Fair for the Grant County Fair, August 16-23, 2020 

 

Contest Rules: 

Contestant must be in 7th, 8th, or 9th grade in school. 

Complete the essay question below in 150 words or less. 

If selected, contestant can no longer seek the role of Junior Fairest of the Fair. 

If for any reason there is not a Fairest of the Fair selected that year there will be no Junior Fairest 

of the Fair for that year either.   

  
Grant County Fair Board members will select the finalist.  Number of finalists based on number of 

applications received by deadline: April 3, 2020.   Applicants will be notified by April 15th of their status.  

The finalists will introduce themselves and be interviewed with brief questions regarding promoting the 

Grant County Fair on May 5, 2020.  The winner will receive $100.00 plus an all event ticket into the 2020 

Grant County Fair.  Call the Fair Office at 608-723-2135 for an application or go online at 

www.grantcountyfairwi.org to download an application.   

Grant County Fair 

http://www.grantcountyfairwi.org
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YQCA - Fair Requirement 

YQCA Update  
The Livestock Auction Committee has confirmed their requirements 

to sell an animal in the Grant County Fair Jr. Livestock Auction, 

Saturday of the Fair.  Again, this year ALL swine exhibitors and 

any exhibitor wishing to sell in the auction must be YQCA 

certified.  A copy of your YQCA certificate must be turned in to the 

office prior to fair entry deadline.  

 

This interactive program provides youth a number of options for an annual quality assurance 

certification.  YQCA was created for youth in the Beef, Dairy, Goat, Poultry, Rabbit, Sheep, and 

Swine projects.  This program gives families more flexibility in acquiring this much needed 

information which trains youth in improving the care of food animals and promoting a higher level of 

consumer food safety.  The livestock industry and businesses are constantly striving for high 

quality, wholesome products; therefore, youth in food animal projects should assist in this effort.   

 

Please go to https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login in order to register for either online or 

instructor led courses.  If you are a 4-H member, please log in through the 4hOnline system on the 

left.  If you are an FFA member or other organization affiliate, please sign in through the 

independent system on the right.  You will create an account followed by either completing a sign 

up for an instructor led meeting or online/web based modules.  Upon signing up for a course, you 

will then pay for that course with a credit card.  Please email help@yqca.org for any assistance you 

need in creating or signing up in the YQCA system.   

 

Two types of YQCA training will be available in Grant County: 

 Instructor-Led Training ($3.00/youth)  POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 Online Training ($12.00/youth)   This type of training is at your own pace and currently 

recommended. 

 

Contact Grant County Extension Office if you have questions or concerns about payment.  

Reminder: Wisconsin State Fair and other national exhibitions will require certification in YQCA for 

participation for 2020 events and beyond.   

Continue to monitor the Wisconsin YQCA website for helpful information:  

 https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/youthlivestock/yqca/  

 

Once you have registered and completed the course, web-based or attended an instructor-led, you 

will log back into your YQCA account and download a certificate.  You must turn that certificate into 

the office, we will accept these at any time, the deadline is near the end of July.  You can download 

and email the attachment to charisse.orth@wisc.edu or print it out and mail or drop off at the office.  

Questions please contact Charisse at the Extension Office.   

https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login
https://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/files/2017/12/GettingYourYQCAInstructorLedTrainingCertification.pdf
https://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/files/2017/12/GettingYourYQCAWebBasedCertification.pdf
mailto:help@yqca.org
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/youthlivestock/yqca/
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Grant County Fair Animal ID Information / Dates 
 
Grant County Fair Swine Identification Process: Guidelines from the Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection and UW-Madison states that we cannot distribute tags until the “safer-
at-home” order from Governor Evers has been lifted.  We anticipate that we will be able to do this April 
13 – June 1.   
All Grant County Fair swine exhibitors will need to identify their own swine projects.  We are asking that 
you follow good biosecurity measures to help minimize the risk of disease spreading.  We suggest you 
wear disposable boots and coveralls, wash your hands, clean the truck, trailer, tagger, and any supplies 
used to identify your project with disinfectant.  Swine Exhibitors will need to use a RFID tag to identify 
your swine.  You can purchase the RFID tag from the Extension Office at a cost of $2 or purchase tags 
on your own. Some seller’s may already have tagged the pig with an RFID tag, or they may be willing to 
tag the pig for you.  If you tag your own pig, purchase your own tagger rather than sharing taggers.   
 
As part of the registration, each exhibitor will need to submit a photo of the pig’s ear with the tag number 
clearly showing.  We will compare the exhibitor’s name with both the written or typed RFID tag number 
on the registration form and the tag number that is shown in the submitted photo.  Swine will also be 
checked at the fair to ensure accountability.  The registration form will be sent to all 4-H members who 
have signed up for the swine project in April.  Exhibitors will be expected to send the picture, the tag’s 
number written out, and the registration form to the Extension Office by June 1. Details and forms will be 
included in a letter being mailed out in April to the members in the Swine Project. 
 
Swine exhibitors are also reminded to contact processing plants to book their extra swine from 
the fair.  The Grant County Fair is a terminal show, no swine are allowed to go back home.  
Bloomington Meats, Fennimore Butcher Shop, Weber’s Processing, along with Avon Locker 
Plant are some of the options for processing plants. 
 
Sheep & Goat Weigh-in:  The Grant County Fair sheep and goat weigh-in and identification will be 
Saturday, May 2 from 9:00-11:00 am at the Grant County Fairgrounds.  All market lambs selling at the 
Grant County Fair will need to be weighed and identified.  All goat wethers in market classes must be 
weighed in and identified.  Exhibitors may identify up to eight lambs or goats.  It is important to verify 
bred and owned animals at time of weigh-in.  Ewes are allowed in market classes at the Grant County 
Fair and must be weighed in and identified.  Details and forms will be included in a letter being mailed 
out in April to the members in the Sheep and Goat Projects.   
 
Horse ID Deadline:  Anyone who is wishing to show at the Grant County Fair must submit the 
identification form by May 15, submit a negative coggins test and attend horse meeting and practice.  For 
any questions regarding Horse Identification contact the Extension Office by e-mail.  Details and forms 
will be included in a letter being mailed out in April to the members in the Horse Project. 
 
Dairy ID Deadline: The Grant County Livestock Auction Committee will be offering the sale of cheese by 
dairy exhibitors at the Grant County Junior Livestock Auction.  The  Dairy exhibitors will be required to 
pre-identify their dairy animal(s) in order to be eligible to sell. The ID deadline is May 15. Details and 
forms will be included in a letter being mailed out in April to the members in the Dairy Project. 
 
 
Please review the Grant County Fair book for more complete rules http://grantcountyfairwi.org  

Grant County Fair Animal ID 

The information below is tentative due to the COVID-19.  Please refer 

to your letters you will receive with your specific animal species.   

http://grantcountyfairwi.org
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“Stuck at Home” Fun Stuff 

I’m bored…… 
            Not anymore!  See how many of these you can get done. 
 

 Check your wi.4honline profile to make sure you are in the projects you want, before April 1. 

 See who can fly a paper airplane the farthest. 

 Teach someone how to use technology: Zoom, e-mail, Facebook, Skype, Face Time, etc. 

 Read a book 

 Go for a walk or exercise 

 Write a letter to a friend or family (on paper!) and mail it...with a stamp and envelope. 

 Work on your 4-H Record Book.  Contact your 4-H leader or the Extension Office for record book 

sheets or visit this link to print/fill out pages. 

https://grant.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-forms-and-applications/4-h-record-book-pages/  

 Talk to someone about your day. 

 How many pictures of umbrellas can you find in this Echo? 

 See if you can juggle. 

 Brush up on your game.  Whatever it is; basketball, soccer, football, musical instrument, singing, etc.  

 Learn how to make a new recipe/meal. 

 How many jumping jacks can you do in a minute? 

 Work on a project you want to take to the Fair. 

 Reach out to a friend or family member to see if they want to talk or need anything. 

 Research college choices, take a virtual tour, or take an online skills assessment. 

 Get crafty: what can you make with the supplies around the house? Art project, marble maze, jewelry 

 Play a board game...since you’re bored. 

 Contact your school to see if there are sheets/homework that needs to be completed. 

 RELAX! 

 Send a picture to the Grant County Extension Office to show everyone what you’ve been up to.  See 

how many we can get throughout the Grant County 4-H!  Send to Jenny.Dixon@wisc.edu 

https://grant.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/4-h-forms-and-applications/4-h-record-book-pages/
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“Stuck at Home” Activity Page 

Make 

your 

own 

Play 

Dough 

Color 

the 

picture 

using 

the color 

key on 

the side 
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“Stuck at Home” Activity Page 

Depending on how hard you push the legs down, you might be able to get the origami frog to make one 
perfect flip in the air and land on its feet again. It’s fun to try to jump the frogs into targets, or just see whose 
frog jumps the furthest.  
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UW-Madison Division of Extension 

Grant County 

916 East Elm Street, Suite A 

Lancaster, WI  53813 

Change Service Requested 

Make sure your e-mail address and contact 

information on your wi.4honline.com is current.  At 

this time, we will be using that contact to give you 

the most up-to-date information.   


